Initial Registration Of An Imported Motor Cycle 251cc And Above

Requirements:

1. SOFA ID/ CAC, SOFA motorcycle permit with M/C endorsement (251 cc and above) and copy of orders.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Customs Form/Export Certificate 380EJ;  If M/C was listed as part of your household goods, you will have to get a separate 380EJ that only shows the M/C information to include the full VIN within six months of arriving on Okinawa.
3. Japanese Compulsory Insurance (JCI).  This is a mandatory basic-level insurance for motor vehicles operated in Japan. Since your motorcycle will be registered for the first time in Japan, you are required a minimum of three years coverage.
4. Property Damage Insurance (PDI), sometimes referred to as American Insurance or Liability Insurance, is required. 
5. If you previously had your motorcycle registered in Japan, you will need the Japanese Deregistered Title for Shipping.  If you don’t have it, you will need to get a duplicate from the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 
6.  All imported M/C of this category will need Brake and Emission Certifications if it meets the following criteria: manufactured after 1April 2001 needs certificate of emission; manufactured after1July1999 needs certificate of brake system. You are required to ship your M/C to mainland Japan for the brake and emission process.  This service is provided by some local Okinawa M/C garages; the cost to ship to and from mainland Japan is about $2000 to $4000, and will be paid for by the owner.

Steps:

1. Contact a local Okinawa M/C garage to ship your motorcycle to mainland Japan. Once certification has been done, bring paperwork and Customs Form 380EJ to JSVRO for review. 
2. Pick up the imported M/C application at the Joint service vehicle registration office (JSVRO) Information Counter.  The Land Transportation Office (LTO) is the primary POC for questions in filling out these documents.  Go to LTO window 5 with a translator from 1600-1700 (Monday to Friday) and apply. No need to bring the motorcycle at this time. LTO will contact your translator after they have approved your application.  Your paperwork will be forwarded to the AAFES Inspection Office.
3. Once certification has been completed and the application has been approved by LTO, you can purchase JCI and PDI policies at any insurance office.
4. Go back to JSVRO with all motorcycle documents to fill out the application for temporary license plates.  Pay ¥1500 yen at the Automobile License Plate Association (ALPA) counter located inside JSVRO. Temporary plates will take a day to process. ALPA hours of operation are Monday through Friday, 0900-1130, 1230-1530. 
5. Come back the next duty day to JSVRO, no earlier than 0900, to pick up the temporary license plates.  Go to Door 6 and pay $8.50 inspection fee.  Inspectors will direct you where to proceed for the actual inspection.
6. After M/C passes final inspection, come back inside to JSVRO Information Counter. A registration clerk will fill out a Vehicle Registration Worksheet and Statement of Responsibility for you to sign and acknowledge. By signing said paperwork, you accept responsibility as far as keeping your vehicle in good condition and fulfilling the required inspections. The JSVRO clerk will make copies of your military ID and SOFA license for record.
7. Take all motorcycle paperwork to the SOFA Update Counter so the clerk can input your motorcycle and personal information in the JVRL system.
8. Pay ¥6000 weight tax and processing fee at the ALPA counter.
9. Drive M/C to LTO and proceed to window 2 to register and obtain a Japanese title and purchase a new license plate (¥750).  Go back to your M/C and attach your license plate. Temporary plates will either be surrendered to Window 2 at LTO where you will get a pink receipt to be shown to JSVRO or return the temporary plates at JSVRO.   
10. Drive back to JSVRO Lane 2 with the vehicle and all documents to receive your Military Registration Form (DD430) and road tax decal.*

*You are not required to pay road tax for the initial Japanese fiscal year.  In the following month of April, which is the start of the Japanese fiscal year, you are required to make the annual road tax payment. *


