QUESTIONS ABOUT ABANDONED VEHICLES
Q. What are the reasons people abandon their vehicles?

A.  The 3 main reasons are:

1) People can’t afford to pay for the GOJ Inspection, commonly known as “JCI”, and they don’t take the initiative to have it sold, transferred, or junked.   So they just leave it parked.

2) In some cases, people have an accident or get into a situation where they just leave their vehicle where it is and don’t recover it.

3) Probably the most common cause is people who rotate or PCS from Okinawa and don’t plan ahead in an appropriate amount of time to dispose of their vehicle. Disposing means junking, selling or transferring, or shipping your vehicle.  They rush at the last minute to give someone a Special Power of Attorney (SPOA), just so they can check out.  Subsequently, the agent fails to properly dispose of the vehicle within the 90-day SPOA period and the JCI expires and eventually impounded.  You must give a SPOA to someone you can trust to act on your behalf.  If it is just someone so you can check out, you may not have a reliable agent.

Q. If you give someone a Special Power of Attorney, are you relieved of the responsibility for the vehicle?

A.  The ultimate responsibility always rests with the owners and after 90 days, the SPOA expires. After it expires, the agent must sell, transfer or dispose of the vehicle.

Q.  What happens if the car is abandoned?

A.  If the vehicle is abandoned, it will eventually get impounded and all the costs incurred from towing, storing, and junking will be deducted from the owner’s military or civilian pay through a DFAS voucher.  If the member is no longer a DoD or Government employee, the monies will be recovered from their IRS tax returns.  Either way, the owner will pay and it costs a lot more, about $300-$400, if it is abandoned, versus junking it for about $90.

Q.  If the member is still in Okinawa can they recover their vehicle?

A.  Yes, if the vehicle is still in the Joint Services Vehicle Impound Lot, it can be recovered by the owner. The owner must report to the impound lot with proof that the JCI, GOJ inspection, PDI and Road Tax are current. The owner must also have a letter signed by their battalion level Commanding Officer and then a PMO endorsement authorizing release of the vehicle. 

Q.  If I plan on junking my vehicle, can I sell it part by part from my barracks or housing parking lot?

A.  No, if a vehicle is left in a state of disrepair, it is considered an immediate impound. 
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