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Rip Current
Okinawa North & South Central

Rip currents are natural phenomenon's 
which occur along every coastline 
throughout the world.  They are hard to 
spot by an untrained eye and account 
for more open water drownings than any 
other natural  hazard.  Due to Okinawa's 
unique coral formations, rip currents, or 
reef currents as called by the locals, are 
present throughout Okinawa's shoreline.  
As water returns seaward, it follows a 
path with the least resistance, creating 
fast moving channels of water which can 
move at the rate of 5 mph and pull 
unsuspecting beachgoers into deep 
water.  To escape, remain calm and swim 
along the shoreline until you are out of 
the current, than back to shore.
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